Occurrence of auditory evoked field (AEF) N1M and P2M components in a sample of normal subjects.
A great deal of information about the characteristics of components N1m and P2m of the auditory evoked cortical fields (AEFs) has accumulated since the late 1970s. However, a number of fundamental issues have not been addressed. For instance, some previous investigators have suggested that P2m is present consistently in normals, whereas others suggest that when present, P2m is small in amplitude. Preliminary observations in this laboratory suggested that P2m is not observed consistently in normal subjects. Therefore, the specific aim of this investigation was to estimate the frequency of occurrence of the contralaterally recorded N1m and P2m after stimulation of right and left ears in normal subjects. Results demonstrated N1m to be present in all circumstances. Consistent with our preliminary observations, P2m was often absent, and moreso after stimulation of the left ear.